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If you want to be sure that your pool build is “the
perfect experience,” then you will love this handy little
guide. This was not written to sell features of a pool
or spa, nor to promote a particular pool builder.
Instead, this was written specifically for you, the
homeowner, to help you get exactly what you want,
no matter how inexperienced you may be.

The secret to getting the perfect swimming pool or
spa is to learn more about the overall pool building
process.

In this guide, we’ll cover:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Your Pathway to Fun!



Be an Amazing Weight Loss Tool
Speed Up Recovery of Injuries
Improve Flexibility
Be Enjoyed by All Ages
Boost Heart Health & Lung Capacity
Relieve Stress
Alleviate Anxiety and Depression
Act as a Fun Social Connector
Increase Home Value
Improve Backyard Aesthetic and Enjoyment

Are you aware that just immersing yourself in a
pool or spa up to your shoulders without
swimming or exercising has health benefits?
Soaking in hot water has even more health
benefits.

Pools can do the following: 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

As we age, land exercise becomes harder and
harder on our joints. Immersion in water and
swimming is gentle on our joints and is
therefore ageless.

It allows us to continue to exercise long into our
senior years. Plus, many of us have decided to
use our backyard as a staycation destination,
and that will be continuing well into the future. 

Top 10 Benefits of
Owning a Pool or Spa



"a few
thousand
words"

As the saying goes... 
a picture is worth a thousand words. With that in mind, we wanted to share some
great images of our custom pools so you can let your imagination run wild and
envision your perfect backyard environment! So here are “a few thousand words” for
you to enjoy!
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It is a pervasive myth that all upgrades or home building projects will
be recouped. It is probable that you will get at least a partial return
on your pool or spa investment. But the percentage you get back
when you sell depends on (1) what you do, (2) the quality of the
work, (3) how long you stay in your home, and (4) the personal
preferences of future buyers and current trends.

1 Your Pool Building Investment Will be
Returned When You Sell Your Home

Splurging on high-end materials might sound good, but it can lower
your pool building ROI. 

2 Always Use the Best Materials You
Can Afford

As with every industry, product, or service... there can be a lot of
bad information out there, especially if you research the internet.

Spending too much time reviewing information which may be inaccurate can lead to
you spending a lot of time trying to figure out what is true and what is not! With that
in mind, we wanted to provide you with some common myths that you might find. 

Neglecting to get the proper permits can cost you a lot of money. A
city or county inspector might find out that work is being done, and
may stop by to check your permit. If you do not have one, they may
order all or part of the work to be demolished and redone. You
could get hit with fines and fees also. The good news is that a
qualified builder will typically handle all permits for you.

3 Pool Construction Work Does Not
Require Permits

https://www.discover.com/home-equity-loans/article/get-the-best-return-on-your-home-improvement-investment/
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To ensure your project is finished in a timely fashion, it’s important
to hire someone who has experience building pools. Before starting
any project, a professional builder will discuss your expectations
first. They will inspect the premises to determine what materials will
be needed, calculate how long the job will take, and look for
potential problems. 

4 Building Projects Always Take Longer
Than Expected

While a darker pebble finish may help heat the water a tiny bit, the
key factor at play in naturally heating your pool is exposure to
sunlight. The use of a solar blanket and a pool heater will also heat
your pool. 

5 A Darker Pool liner Will heat My Pool

Absolutely false. Saltwater pools generate chlorine in an electrical
process known as electrolysis. It creates chlorine from the dissolved
salt in the water. There is just as much chlorine in a saltwater pool
as there is in any other kind. The only difference is the way chlorine
gets into the water.

6 There’s No Chlorine in a Saltwater Pool

If your real estate agent told you this, you may want to consult a
different agent. Many buyers love homes that have swimming pools.
Think about it like this: if you live in a hot region of the United States,
chances are that a potential buyer will be more likely to buy your
home if it has a pool.

7 A Swimming Pool Won’t Enhance the
Value of My Home
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While many people are apprehensive about installing a pool
because they feel that their backyard does not have enough space,
there is no standard size or shape for a pool. A good pool company
can configure a pool design to fit any backyard.

8 A Pool Won’t Fit in My Backyard

As you can see, pool building myths are common. Misinformation
about such projects gets easily transferred from one homeowner to
the next. That’s why we like to clarify these misconceptions -  To save
homeowners the extra expense and frustration.



Starting any home-building project is always
momentous. For most people, it involves
living with the work in progress – not to
mention lots of decisions, excitement about
the changes, and hopefully, a final reveal
that makes everyone happy.

Before you start your journey of looking at
samples and design drawings, make sure
you do not make these building mistakes as
outlined by builders themselves. 

5 Biggest Mistakes Made
By Homeowners

aquadocpoolclinic.com

http://aquadocpoolclinic.com/


Before you even begin interviewing pool builders, make some hard
decisions. This is the time to ask yourself what you want to
accomplish, and why.

When you can communicate these specific goals to your builder, you
will be able to tap into their knowledge on how to make your vision
come to life. Doing research on your likes and dislikes, materials and
ideas will only help when you sit down with your builder – and help
you feel confident about your choices.

1 Not Knowing What You Want

Do you have an active household? Are children and pets a part of
your life? Do you need something that will be low-maintenance?
Who will be using it? Questions like these may seem simple, but they
will tell you and the pool builder a lot about how to determine the
right features for your new pool.

2 Really Thinking About Your Lifestyle

Get out there and explore your friends’ pools, or view photos of
pools or spas online. Find out what works best in your area and
what does not. 

3 Neglecting Window Shopping
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aquadocpoolclinic.com

http://aquadocpoolclinic.com/


Once you determine your goals for your building project, set your
budget. And, once you set your budget, add on an additional 20% of
that amount as a reserve. With your budget and reserve set aside,
you will not only reduce your stress levels, but you might even have
a surplus at the end of the project.

4 Failing to Be Realistic About your Budget

The first company you interview may not be the best choice. By talking
to at least three builders and getting quotes, you will have a firm idea
of your project scope and possibly learn about some items you didn't
consider.

Be sure that any company you work with has not only proven
themselves in the past by having lots of positive reviews online but will
also be there in the future if you need them. Be aware of startup
companies that claim to be experts, but have only been in business for
a year or two. Excellent communication and the ability to listen to your
needs are essential for any good builder/homeowner relationship.

5 Failing to Choose your Builder Carefully
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One of the best things you can do to ensure
your building project goes smoothly is to treat
your relationship with your builder like you
would any other relationship.

After all, this is a person to whom you will be
entrusting a significant amount of your time,
money, and, of course, your home.

Do not be afraid to ask lots of questions. A
good builder wants you to ask questions so you
can be sure you are on the same page every
step of the way.

The next page will have some questions you
can start with.

Top 3 Questions to Ask
Your Pool Builder



Top 3 Questions to Ask
Your Pool Builder

Pool building involves a lot of different elements and moving parts, all of
which can be difficult to keep track of. A great way to ensure nothing falls
through the cracks is to ask about what—exactly—is included in your
builder’s pricing. The last thing you want is to come to the end of a project
only to find that things you expected to be completed will cost extra time
and money.

1 What is included in the price?

A primary challenge of a building project is waiting for that project to be
completed. There is no way around it—quality renovations take time and,
often, a whole lot of it. For a strong, realistic handle on your project’s
timeline, ask your builder what factors will affect it. It is almost inevitable
that unexpected obstacles will arise, but if you stay informed on how those
obstacles will impact the length of your project, you will be able to plan
accordingly and rest easier.

2 What factors can affect the timeline?

We cannot emphasize enough the importance of strong communication
when it comes to making your building project run as smoothly as possible.
As mentioned, it is an inevitability that unforeseen obstacles will come up
throughout the process, and time is money.

To make sure those obstacles do not slow down the project is to keep an
open line of communication so that you can answer questions and make
important decisions as soon as they come up.

The more open and communicative you are with each other, the more trust
you will have in the process. Withholding questions or limiting your
communication can have costly consequences.

3 How will you stay in touch with me
through the process?



Face to Face Meeting
Preparing for Your

Once you schedule a face-to-face meeting with a
potential pool builder, there are several things you

can do to prepare for this meeting.



1. If there is more than one person making
the decision in your household, make sure
all parties are present at the meeting. 

2. Make sure you set aside enough time for
the meeting. One hour is an absolute
minimum; two hours may be better. 

3. Take the time to create an idea folder.
This way you can show the builder what
you like, and what your vision is. 

4. Grab a copy of the plot of your property
if you have it. It can be extremely helpful
with answering questions such as
“easements” and other issues. If your
neighborhood has a Homeowners
Association, it may be helpful to provide
that information to the builder also. 

5. If you have a budget in mind, or have
been pre-approved for a loan, make sure
you communicate that to the builder. Keep
in mind that most homeowners have no
idea how much it will cost to build a pool or
spa. In fact, the builder will have to explore
all the different options and possibilities
before they can provide an accurate
proposal, including some you may not have
considered yet. 



If you have no plans to make a final buying
decision that day, for example, let the
builder know that up front. That will
alleviate the pressure to do so. 

If you might make a buying decision that
day, make sure you are prepared to read the
full contract to understand exactly what is
included and what is not. 

Are you prepared to make a down payment
or finance the build?

What happens if you want to think about it
for a few days? 

6. Go into the meeting with an idea of what you
want the outcome to be from the meeting.

BOTTOM LINE:
It is better to approach this meeting with an
open mind and focus more on
“what you want,” rather than “what you’re willing
to spend.”

Swimming pools can be configured in many ways and
can include many accessories. As pool professionals,
we will provide all the possible options without
consideration to their cost and allow you the
opportunity to choose what works for you. 



Everyone will probably have their own definition of “success,”
but we feel a successful build project is one where: 

Having these criteria met obviously leads toward you being completely
satisfied. Every smart builder wants success that leads to referrals for
their business. If your builder has a long list of positive referrals online,
chances are high that you will be satisfied as well. 

What Makes a Build
Project Successful?

ALL your expectations were either
met or exceeded.

You are left feeling very pleased
and satisfied with the results.

The quality of work is exceptional
and enduring.

You felt comfortable with the
workers that worked on your project.

A level of respect was felt by you
and the building team.

You feel that you paid a fair price
for the value you received.

The project has added value to
your life and home.




